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Recognizing OECMs
● Recognition of OECMs should follow appropriate consultation with 

relevant governance authorities, land-owners and rights owners, 

stakeholders and the public; 

● Recognition of OECMs should be supported by measures to enhance the 

governance capacity of their legitimate authorities and secure their 

positive and sustained outcomes for biodiversity, including, inter alia, 

policy frameworks and regulations to prevent and respond to threats; 

● Recognition of OECMs in areas within the territories of indigenous peoples 

and local communities should be on the basis of self-identification and 

with their free, prior and informed consent, as appropriate, and consistent 

with national policies, regulations and circumstances, and applicable 

international obligations; 



Reporting OECMs

● OECMs are likely to be widespread but they cannot be properly 
counted until they are identified and mapped. 

● Identifying and recognising OECMs helps to track achievement of 
national and global conservation targets. 

● The World Database on OECMs has been established to help 
record all identified OECMs in a standardized way.

● Reporting can be done by the national government, but private 
entities, Indigenous peoples and local communities can also 
report their sites to the World Database on OECMs (their data 
must be verified first).  

● www.wcmc.io/WDPA_Manual

http://www.wcmc.io/WDPA_Manual


Why Report OECMs

● It makes in-situ conservation areas and their contribution to country's
national biodiversity goals as well as global targets (CBD, SDGs, Climate etc) 
visible;

● It supports integrating OECMs into the landscape/seascape management and 
enables improved coordination with PAs (improving conservation measures
in corridors, etc) including towards management of large resilient landscapes.

● It enables OECMs to access funding to improve biodiveristy conservation
outcomes (national resource funds, such as royalties, payment for
environmental services).







Identification

of potential 
OECMs. 
The application of the 
quick assessment tool 
is recommended.

Reporting
of OMECs that meet the 
criteria, in the World 
Database of OMECs 
(WCMC) by governance 
actors or the entity in 
charge

Analysis
of candidate
OECMs*
the application of the 
criteria on a case-by-
case basis.

Strengthening
of candidate OMECs that 
do not meet any of the 
criteria or that require 
further development of 
their process.

Inclusion in 
OECM global 
database

• The candidate OMEC is a potential OMEC that has the consent of the actors in charge of OMEC 
governance to be assessed.

• The report requires the free, prior and informed consent of the actors exercising the

governance.

Verification of 
information by WCMC 
(areas not submitted 
by governments), if it 
meets the criteria, 
OMEC is included in 
the global database. 
Their contribution to 
meeting conservation 
goals and the role of 
various stakeholders 
can be made visible.

Suggested Steps for identifying and reporting
OECMs



Coordination mechanism at national level -
Colombia
● 1 coordinating ministry- CBD focal point (min of Env)

● Each case of potential OECM must be nominated to 
coordinating ministry, with relevant documentation (the results
of the application of the criteria and various supporting
documents. 

● Initial review by a Facilitating Group (Minambiente, Fundación 
Natura and the Humboldt Institute). The formation of this
tripartite group seeks to ensure a review of the case between
the state, civil society and a research institute. 



● The Facilitating Group meets four times a year to review the
nominations received and send them to three external evaluators;

● These include environmental authorities such as regional 
autonomous corporations, other research institutes of the
National Environmental System (SINA), networks and experts, 
among others.

● The evaluators have 2 months to review the case. 

● If a favourable recommendation made by the evaluators and the
Facilitating Group, the nomination is accepted by the Ministry of 
Environment, at which point the nominator must complete 
additional documentation in order to be sent to WCMC for
reporting.


